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Introduction 
Welcome to this Guide to Funding for learning and training for Voluntary and 
Community Sector (VCS) organisations. 
 
Unfortunately, there is no one obvious place to go for funding and as you will 
see from this guide (which by the way is not exhaustive) there are a variety of 
sources available. A recent consultation with community-based learning groups 
also showed that in practice funding comes from a wide variety of sources. 
 
Because of this fundraising for training and learning activities is not always an 
easy task. It requires time, research, thinking innovatively, perseverance and a 
thick skin. 
 
This Guide is intended as a first step and in almost every case you will need to 
do further research before contacting specific funders 
 
We hope you find the Guide helpful and wish you well on your search for  
Funding 
 
Further copies of this guide can be downloaded from: 
www.thetrainingandlearningco.org.uk/funding_guide.htm 
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The Learning and Skills Council 
The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) is a non-departmental Government Agency 
tasked with commissioning learning and training provision from a range of  
registered training and learning providers. The national organisation is broken 
down into regions and then into sub-regions. Our local Learning and Skills  
Council (LLSC) covers both Dorset and Somerset. The LSC is itself funded by 
the Department for Education and Skills and also handles European Funding 
through the European Social Fund. Funding that the LSC passes onto training 
and learning providers is known as either mainstream or targeted funding.  
 
Mainstream funding is split into the following types: 
• Further Education (FE) Funding. This funding is for accredited and Skills 

for Life training delivered by colleges and adult learning providers. 
• Funding for Personal and Community Development Learning (PCDL). This is 

funding for non-accredited learning and is provided to adult learning  
 providers. A partnership will be emerging that will advise the LLSC on 
 the coverage of PCDL provision across the area 
• Work-based Learning. Funding provided to a range of providers for  
 delivering vocational training in Modern apprenticeships and Entry to  
 Employment 
• Train to Gain. Training for employers to up-skill their workforce 
• Funding for Neighbourhood Learning in Deprived Communities, Family 

Learning and First Steps Learning 
 
In order for a voluntary or community organisation (VCO)to become a  
mainstream learning provider there is an arduous application process, the LSC 
will only fund providers who meet stringent quality and quality assurance re-
quirements and few succeed. The preferred way to access mainstream funding 
is through a franchise or partnership arrangement with a registered provider. 
This is not always easy to get; the providers budgets are being squeezed and 
they may not be in a position to consider it. Also Franchise arrangements have 
to be approved by the LLSC and currently they will only consider the delivery 
of Skills for Life training (previously called basic skills) or priority skills areas. 
On the other hand providers may be keen to work with a VCS provider if it can 
help them access learners they find hard to reach. Therefore, if you are a VCS 
provider delivering Skills for Life training or training in priority skills areas you 
should approach colleges and adult learning providers to explore the possibility 
of a franchise arrangement. 
 
Note: priority skills areas can be found on the website:  
www.lsc.gov.uk/regions/southwest 
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The Learning and Skills Council (contd) 
 
Targeted Funding 
 
European Social Fund (ESF) Co-financing. From time to time the LLSC (or  
increasingly the regional LSC) will issue a call or calls for tenders with  
specifications of learning activities they would like to commission . It is  
possible for VCS providers to bid for this funding but if successful they will 
have to go through a registration procedure. There may also be  the  
opportunity to join a consortium bid with other providers. 
  
VCS providers interested in ESF Co-financing should register their contact  
details with the LLSC in order to receive news and updates 
 
Information about the LLSC ESF funding can be found on the website: 
www.lsc.gov.uk/regions/southwest/esf 
 
LLSC contact details: 
Provincial House 
25 Oxford Road 
Bournemouth  
BH8 8EY 
 
Tel: 0845 019 4148 
Email: bdpinfo@lsc.gov.uk  
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Funders with a specific interest in learning 

Jephcott Charitable Trust 
Gives grants for: 
• Population control 
• The Natural Environment 
• Education 
• Health 
Details from: www.jephcottcharitabletrust.org.uk 

The Dulverton Trust 
Gives grants in the following categories: 
• Youth and Education 
• General Welfare 
• Africa 
• Miscellaneous 
• Conservation 
• Preservation 
• Peace and Security 
• Religion 
Details from: www.dulverton.org 

The Community Foundation for Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole  
The Community Foundation is running the following funding programmes: 
• Local Network Fund-funds voluntary and community groups working with children 

and young people aged 0-19. Closes 31st March 2008 
• J P Morgan-grants for educational support projects. 
• Marjorie Gordon Fund-grants for projects that support young people  
 progressing to further education 
• Fairshare-grants for projects in West Howe and surrounding area in Bourne-

mouth 
• Sport Relief Small Grants 
• Burning Issues Fund-for work in Bournemouth to reduce arson 
Address: Abchurch Chambers, 24 St Peter's Road, Bournemouth BH1 2LN 

Tel/Fax: 01202 292255   www.localgiving4dorset.org.uk/home/home.php 

The Paul Hamlyn Foudation 
Gives grants in the following areas: 
• Arts 
• Education and Learning 
• Social Justice 
Details from: www.phf.org.uk 
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Youth Music 
First Steps - First Steps will fund music-making activities for children aged 0-5. 
Awards will be between £5,000 and £15,000 for schemes lasting between 6 and 12 
months.  
Make It Sound - Make It Sound will fund music-making activities for young people 
aged 5-18. Awards will be between £10,000 and £30, 000, for projects lasting  
between 6 and 24 months.  
Vocalise! - Vocalise! will fund singing and vocal activities for young people aged 5-18, 
with the focus being on those aged 8-14. Awards will be between £5,000 and 
£20,000, for projects lasting between 6 and 18 months. 
Youth Music, One America Street London, SE1 0NE Tel: 020 7902 1060 Fax: 
020 7902 1061 Email: info@youthmusic.org.uk Website: www.youthmusic.org.uk 

MediaBox England 
Aims to give 13-19 year olds lifelong skills in media production. 
Round 3 deadline 22 May 2007, Round 4 deadline 17th July 2007, Round 5 Deadline 
18th September 2007 and Round 6 deadline 20th November 2007. 
Details from: www.media-box.co.uk 

Foyle Foundation 
Offers grants under three main themes: learning, the arts and health 
Website: www.foylefoundation.org.uk 

Football Foundation 
Can fund: 
• Capital Projects Scheme 
• Schools Capital Projects Scheme 
• Goalpost safety scheme 
• Community and education scheme 
• Community and Education small Grants Scheme 
• Junior Kit Scheme 
Website: www.footballfoundation.org.uk 

Abbey Charitable Trust 
As we are not in one of their partnership areas the maximium that can be bid for is 
£2,500 for: 
• Education and Training 
• Regeneration partnerships 
• Financial advice 
Website: http://193.127.192.27/csgs/Satellite?
c=GSInformacion&cid=282596177748070&pagename=AboutAbbey/GSInformacion/
PAAI_generic 
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Esmee Fairbairn Foundation 
For grants in: Arts & Heritage, Education, Environment and Social Development. 
Website: esmeefairbairn.org.uk 

Clore Duffield Foundation 
Gives grants for: 
• Education 
• The Arts 
• Museums, galleries and heritage sites 
• Health, social welfare and disability 
• Jewish charities with an interest in the above areas 
Details from; wwwcloreduffield.org.uk 

Sutton Trust 
Provides grants for innovative projects that provide educational opportunities for 
young people from non-privileged backgrouds 
Details from: www.suttontrust.com 

The Ernest Cook Trust 
Provides educational grants for children and young people about the environement and 
the countryside. 
Details from: ernestcooktrust.org.uk  

Co-op Community Fund 
Provides grants for: 
• Relieving poverty 
• Improving education 
• Other purposes benefiting the community 
Details from: www.co-operative.co.uk/en/communityfund/ 

HBOS Foundation 
The Community Action Programme has two themes: 
• Money advice and financial literacy 
• Developing and improving local communities. 
Details from: www.hbosfoundation.org 
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The Sobell Foundation 
Provides grants in the following relevant areas: 
• Education and training for physically and mentally disabled adults and children 
• Care and support of the elderly 
• Care and support for children 
• Homelessness 
Details from www.sobellfoundation.org.uk 
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Jobcentre Plus 

Jobcentre Plus 
Job Centre plus contracts with external providers to deliver its mainstream  
programmes such as New Deal and also discretionary funding using European Social 
Fund Co-financing. All Jobcentre Plus providers have to be accredited prior to any 
contracts being awarded. Provider guidance is given in their website: 
www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk. 
 
All contracts are issued after a competitive tendering process. Details of forthcoming 
tenders are shown on the website: www.jobcentreplus.org.uk 
 
In many cases Jobcentre Plus contracts are awarded to consortia bidders and it may 
be difficult to succeed as an individual provider. VCS providers are advised to make 
enquiries through the District Managers Office of Jobcentre Plus about current  
consortia contracts to see if there is scope to join them. 
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Health authorities 

Primary Care Trusts 
VCS providers delivering learning or training courses that are connected with health 
should contact their local primary care trust (PCT) to see if the PCT might commission  
the provision. 
 
The PCTs covering this area are as follows: 
 
Bournemouth and Poole Primary Care Trust 
Westover House 
West Quay Road 
Poole 
BH15 1JF 
01202 688880 
Contact Anne Swan, Director of Commissioning and Service Development 
 
Dorset Primary Care Trust 
Hillfort House 
Poundbury Road 
Dorchester 
DT1 2PN 
01305 368900 
email@dorset-pct.nhs.uk 
Contact Andrew Morris, Deputy Chief Executive and Director of Commissioning. 
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Reach 
Reach is The Vodafone UK  Foundation’s flagship three year £5m funding programme. 
Reach will fund charities working in collaboration helping 16-25 year olds facing  
exclusion from society. Charities are currently being invited to apply for the funding 
with a view for the winning programme to be announced in November 2007,  
commencing work in April 2008.   
Details from: www.vodafoneukfoundation.org  

The Charles Hayward Foundation 
Gives grants to the following categories: 
• Heritage and conservation 
• Criminal Justice 
• Hospices 
• Older People 
• Overseas 
• Youth at Risk 
Details from: www.charleshaywardfoundation.org.uk 

Tesco Charitable Trust 
Gives grants for childrens projects (deadline 31st January each year) and older people 
and people with disabilities (deadline 30th June each year) 
Details from:  http://www.tescocorporate.com/charitiesandfundraising.htm   

Alliance and Leicester 
Key area of support are: 
• Initiatives aimed at improving both local and national education 
• Organisations who help those who are experiencing financial difficulties 
• Charities and organisations where our staff live and work 
• Organisations who aim to improve the links between businesses and the  
• Communities in which they operate 
Website: http://www.alliance-leicester-group.co.uk/html/csr/community_relations.asp 

The Caloustie Gulbenkian Foundation 
Focus on: Arts, education, social welfare and cultural relations 
Website: www.gulbenkian.org.uk 

Community Champions 
DfES funding distributed by the Scarman Trust. Funds individuals up to £2,000  
involved in community projects. No current calls for applications but watch the  
Website: http://www.thescarmantrust.org/southwest/index.htm 

Funders with general interests 
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Chelsea Building Society 
To be eligible for funding, your work must be UK based and within a 10 mile radius of a 
Chelsea Building Society branch office. 
Their remit is: To benefit local communities; To relieve suffering and disadvantage.  
Priority will be given to projects associated with the following: Homelessness;  
The disadvantaged, vulnerable or socially excluded; All forms of disability;  
Health - self help and voluntary groups; Encouraging prudent money management. e.g. 
money advice services; Security and community safety.  
Details from: http://www.thechelsea-charity-foundation.co.uk/ 

UKVillages Community Kitty 
The UKVillages Community Kitty was launched in April 2001 . In the past they have  
supported  projects across the UK - from a knitting circle, to a playgroup needing 
toys, a music day and support for a village hall. Grants are from between £50 - £300 .  
To apply for a grant from the Community Kitty your group, society or club must be 
registered on www.ukvillages and the funds must go towards a clearly identifiable  
project. Applications to the kitty must be made through their website.  
You will find more information about the Kitty, the rules and an application at  
Website: www.CommunityKitty.co.uk  
Deadline: 10th April, 2007. 

Age Concern 
There are three schemes available: 
1. Bright Ideas Programme-up to £2,000 
2. Barclays programme-up to £150 for equipment or new activities 
3. Opportunities for Volunteering-up to £20,000 per year for 3 years. 
Check the website for details: http://www.ageconcern.org.uk/AgeConcern/
D3D304B2955648A4B12F31A7D2F6DD2D.asp 

Its Your Community 
Up to £1,000 to help provide funding for projects designed to improve local  
Environments. 
Web site: http://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/ActLocalAwards.php 

Here to Help Awards 
The ‘Here to HELP’ Awards are to fund projects that help make where young people 
live a healthier, more engaging, safer place to be. 
To access more information about the ‘here to HELP’ Awards log onto Website: 
www.helpyourselves.org.uk Email: helpyourselves@savethechildren.org.uk Website:  
www.helpyourselves.org.uk/helpyourself/funding/caniapply.html  
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BBC Children in Need 
For projects which show a clear focus on children in order to change their lives for 
the better. The children they help are to be aged 18 years and under. It must benefit 
children who are disadvantaged by: any kind of disability; behavioural or psychological 
problems; living in poverty or situations of deprivation; illness, distress, abuse or  
neglect  
The Grant Guidelines and Application Forms for the BBC Children in Need Appeal are 
available for download from the BBC web-site at:  
www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/about_us/grants.shtml 
Deadline: 30/3/2007 

South West Foundation 
The foundation has two programmes open for our area: 
• Small Grants Scheme  
• Network Development Fund 
The website is www.southwestfoundation.org.uk 

Lloyds TSB Foundation 
Average grant around £6,000 but can be more if it meets their priorities. 
When you check the website you will need to check both the national and regional pri-
orities. They are usually willing to talk through projects  before applying and usually 
visit all applicants. 
Website: www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk 
tel: 01823 444032 

Henry Smith Charity 
Programmes include: Hospitals and Medical Care, Hospices and Palliative Care, Medical 
Research, Disability, Elderly, Young people, Drugs and alcohol, Community Service, 
Family Services, Homeless, Holidays for Children. 
Website: www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk 

J. Paul Getty Jr. Charitable Trust 
Beneficial areas are: Social Welfare, Therapeutic Use of the Arts, Conservation and 
the Environment. 
Website: www.jpgettytrust.org.uk 

The Garfield Weston Foundation 
A general grant giving charity with range of different grant amounts 
Website: www.garfieldweston.org 
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The Hedley Foundation 
Will consider grants to assist and encourage development and change. In practice 
most grants are for projects about young people. 
Website: www.hedleyfoundation.org.uk 

The Allen Lane Foundation 
For grants up to £15,000 for projects which will: 
• Make a lasting difference 
• Reduce isolation, discrimination and stigma 
• Encourage unpopular groups to share in the life of the whole community 
Website: www.allenlane.org.uk 

Barrow Cadbury Trust 
Gives grants for: 
• Inclusive communities 
• Offending and early intervention 
• Global Exchange 
Details from www.bctrust.org.uk 

The Nationwide Foundation 
Provides grants concerning: 
• Domestic violence 
• Families with a member in prison 
• Young people in the criminal justice system 
Details from: www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk 

Comic Relief 
Gives grants for: 
• Young people 
• Older people 
• Mental health 
• Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
• Domestic Violence 
• Disadvantaged communities 
Details from www.comicrelief.com 

The Diageo Foundation 
General charitable giving 
Details from: http://www.diageo.com/en-row/CorporateCitizenship/
Communityandenvironment/DiageoFoundation/ 
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Lankelly Chase 
Provides grants for: 
• Arts 
• Breaking the cycle 
• Developing Communities 
• Heritage 
• Free and quiet minds 
• Offenders and Society 
Details from: www.lankellychase.org.uk 

The Camelot Foundation 
Funds projects for young people of 11-25 who are: 
• Young parents or those that are of particular risk of becoming young parents 
• Young exiles and migrants newly arrived in the UK 
• Young people with mental health problems 
• Young disabled people 
Details from www’camelotfoundation.org.uk 

The Rank Foundation 
Provides grants for: 
• Encouraging and developing leadership amongst young people 
• Supporting disadvantaged young people and those frail or lonely through old age 

or disability 
• The promotion of Christian principles through film and other media 
Details from: www.rankfoundation.com 

Tudor Trust 
Funds a wide range of organisations working to achieve lasting change in their  
Communities. 
Details from: wwwtudortrust.org.uk 

The Hilden Charitable Fund 
Focus on Homlessness, Minorities & Race Relations and Penal Affairs 
Details from: wwwhildencharitablefund.org.uk 
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Awards for All (Lottery Distributor) 
There has been several changes to Awards for All including upper limit of grants 
raised to £10,000, rules on referees and the postal address to send applications to, 
So you are advised to check the website carefully before applying. 
Website: www.awardsforall.org.uk 

The Big Lottery Fund 
Current open programmes include: 
• Family Learning 
• Community Buildings-Deadline 30th April 2007 
• Advice Plus  
• Playful Ideas Programme 
• Children’s Play Programme (being distributed through local authorities) 
• Fair Share (only available in West Howe Bournemouth. See Community  
 Foundation entry) 
• Reaching Communities 
• Young People’s Fund-Grants to individuals. Deadline 6th December 2006 
• Well being (not available yet but coming in 2007 
Webnsite: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 

Arts Council 
Current programmes include: 
• Grants for the Arts 
• Regular Funding for Organisations 
• Cultural Leadership Programme 
• Own Art (loans to purchase pieces of arts) 
• Managed Funds. Funds a portfolio of different award schemes 
Website: www.artscouncil..org..uk 

Heritage Lottery Fund 
Current programmes include: 
• Your Heritage 
• Heritage Grants 
• Repair Grants for Places of Worship 
• Townscape Heritage Initiative 
• Parks for People 
• Landscape Partnerships 
• Young Roots 
Website: www.hlf.org.uk 

Lottery Distributors 
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Sport England 
Provides lottery funding for ‘Community Investment’ in sport. There is a focus on 30 
sports and grants have to be within regional priorities. We suggest you discuss with 
your local authority Sports Development Officer before applying. 
Website: www.sportengland.org 

NESTA 
Lottery funding for innovative projects 
Website: www.nesta.org.uk 

UK Film Council 
Programmes include: 
• Development Fund 
• New Cinema Fund 
• Premiere Fund 
• Digital Shorts 
• Cinema Extreme 
• Training Fund 
• Specialised Distribution and Exhibition Funding 
Website: www.ukfilmcouncil.org.uk 

UK Sport 
Provides awards for sportsmen and women and funding for events 
Website: wwwuksport.gov.uk 

Unltd 
Provides lottery funding from a Millennium Commission endowment for Social  
Entrepreneurs. 
Website: www.unltd.org.uk 

Big Boost 
Lottery funding for young people with an idea that will benefit their community. There 
are two programmes one for young people of 11-16 years and one for young people of 
16-25 years. 
Website: www.thebigboost.org.uk 

Lottery Distributors 
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Local Authorities 

Local Authority Funding 
VCS providers should make themselves aware of funding opportunities from their local 
authorities. This may require some initial research and enquiry as there may be more 
then one potential source. It is likely that an authority may have some sort of  
community grants programme. However, different departments, social services for 
example, may also have specific funding programmes. There may also be potential 
funding through the Local Strategic Partnership,  Local Area Agreements and other 
partnerships. 
 
A good place to start is with the Website of your local authority to see what priorities 
your authority has, as funding is more likely to given to projects that are in line with 
the Councils strategy. 
 
In Bournemouth and Poole each has a single unitary authority. In the rest of Dorset 
there are three levels of local authority each with different roles and responsibilities 
but all with grant giving potential . The highest level is Dorset County Council. The 
next level down is the six District and Borough Councils and below them are the town 
and parish councils. 
 
The websites are as follows: 
 
Bournemouth Council      www.bournemouth.gov.uk 
Poole Council      www.poole.gov.uk 
Dorset County Council     www.dorsetforyou.com 
Christchurch Borough Council   www.christchurch.gov.uk 
Weymouth and Portland Borough council www.weymouth.gov.uk 
East Dorset District Council   www.eastdorsetdc.gov.uk 
Purbeck District Council    www.purbeck.gov.uk 
North Dorset District Council   www.north-dorset.gov.uk 
West Dorset District Council   www.westdorset-dc.gov.uk 
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Provider contact details 

Bournemouth and Poole College 
North Road 
Parkstone  
Poole 
BH14 0LS 
01202 205205 
Www.thecollege.co.uk 
 
Bournemouth Adult Learning 
Ensbury Avenue 
Bournemouth 
BH10 4HG 
01202 451945 
Www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Education/Adults/ 
 
Dorset Adult Education 
Peveril House 
384 Ringwood Road 
Ferndown 
BH22 9AU 
Www.dorsetforyou.com/index.jsp?articleid/329747 
 
Kingston Maurward College 
Kingston Maurward 
Dorcester 
DT2 8PY 
01305 215000 
Www.kmc.ac.uk 
 
Poole Adult Learning 
Oakdale Centre 
Wimborne Road 
Poole 
BH15 3DL 
01202 262300 
Www.boroughofpoole.com/categories.asp?
id=OC268A4CFE294B&title=poole+adult=learning 
 
Weymouth College 
Cranford Avenue 
Weymouth 
DT4 7LQ 
Www.weymouth.ac.uk 
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Web fundraising resources on subscription: 
www.trustfunding.org.uk 
Www.funderfinder.org.uk 
Www.fundinginformation.org 
Www.grantsonline.org.uk 
Www.access-funds.co.uk 
Www.companygiving.org.uk 
Www.grantsforindividuals.org.uk 
Www.dsc.org.uk/acatalog/Journals.html (Funding for Change Newsletter) 
Www.cibfunding.org.uk 
Some of the above organisations will let you have a free short term trial. 

Free web fundraising resources: 
www.governmentfunding.org.uk 
www.directsupport.org.uk (for online centres) 
www.grants4.info/northdorset/ 
www.grants4.info/southdorset/ 
Www.grants4.info/westdorset/ 
Www.open4community.info/bournemouth/Default.aspx 
www.acf.org.uk (links to charitable trusts who are members of The Association of 
Charitable Foundations 

Useful web sites 


